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" embassies and the CIA abroad;and that included’

: .,hxng about: the" request Ambassador; George W.-

. byaU.S:
“ficial with Chile’s secret operahonsdeadm«r up o
_ ’ihe-assassination ‘of : :Orlando’; ’etehen six ‘weeks’] -
* “later. In the weeks'precedin; :
‘the leftist: forme: ambassador’ -
_ter; a flurry of cables and offi cial commumcatlons
“went back andforth between the'U.S:Embassy in

- Immigration and Naturalization Service concern=4

Michael: Townley and Armando*Fernandez,”the
: Chilean secret pohce agents who led the operatxon

ARTICLE APPEARED
ON PAGX

i e AT Aok Mt s A Srie an,

R ERAIA R
e e A St AR 0 T, »«;* e
By .To}'m Dinges and Saul Lcmdaz

OOPERATION with - “fnendly” mtelhge e,
C “agericies ‘was the established practice of U.S.-

granhng visas.to known agents o conduct mtelh-«
gence-missions”in-the United: ‘States. But: Some~4

Landau received in-late July:1976-from’a" Para-:
'fuayangovemment officialii

,.a top guayan ]
Alfredd Stroessner, assured Landau that Chlleam
President” Augusto-Pinochet’ “himself: wes askmg
for'a favor:. The official said ke needed visas im-
mediately for. fwo; Chilean Army" ofﬁcere _uemtf
Paraguayan ‘passports to travel’ from ‘Asuncion. to
Washington-on an intelligence ‘mission,. The mis-

smn,he sal& had_heen clear_ed- thh th CIA s

nextmormng But"hxs susplcxon ed: hlm to take
iwo. precautions:: He had ‘the’sgents” false; Para-
guayan passports photographed, and he. sent the

A assassmatmn
di:fBreign mini

Asuncion, the State Departme: C}A and the 4

ing the two Chilean agents; Whose:Teal:identities:
— not learned until almost two" years Flater— Were~
h

to kill Letelier. - =~

- CIA Director Georgé'B{ish énd bis de puty,
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Walters, “were

STAT

celved and: acteq U LANUAWS. WATTING. 116 am=
“bassador’s 3 cable, sent via a ‘top-secret.State:De-
“partment “back ‘channel,”. went first to the offxce
7 of ‘Secretary of. State Henry Kissinger: -, ST

“All-that raises a’ series of dxsturbmg questlons

U S. officials at the_ highest levels knew in. advance:

- about.Chile’s undercover mission in. Washington

_and possessed. photos -and passport -information. .
.Was.that information. sufficient foreknowledge to'
_have prevented the murders? Once-the assassina-
‘tion occuired, was the- mformatxon -turned over

‘immediately to. the FBI by th persons and agen-
‘cies possessing it?.:s i - »

. The pictures ‘and- the advance mformatxon ob-"
'tamed by Landau and others-ultimately provided
the keys 1o ‘solving the case. But, unlike fictional-
. ‘spy mysteries, all the pieces of the puzzle did not
fall into place with the identification of the guilty,
‘Instead, the U.S: agencies involved in the case im-
posed an extraordmary mantle.of secrecy, over the-
‘actions of U.S. officials before and after the assas- -
sination’and.over the records and files relating to”

‘those ctions. ‘Given the secrecy about, the extent

of: U.S “govenment. foreknowledge,: the. questlons :
e can only be partxally answered. . maaii ¢ 4

gyents :the Letelier- assassination:
‘Bet.in ‘motion-in late June! 1976
Pygochet’s intelligencs: service:: hadj
recelved ‘reports: oﬁ Letelier’s. recent
%avisit;fa Holland. to: lobby ‘against.a’
Ei ﬂsmxlhon mvestment by .a-Dutch}

”pany in Chlle 2d. of. confxdem

re;Aéecordm' ‘our-reconstruction: of]
o

rehe ‘and 2 a ozomment leader of
centris} _ Christian.! “Demg-]
. uctatic Party.: Conaress had just .cut!
' v"oft Chile’s. mxlxtary aid becauser‘qf
},lman rights violations: L

weOver: the. next thres 1

LV atel” Contreraq, chief of: DINA,.
R LChxlean secret police, dispatched
Lﬁve "of -his. agents .on four separate|
"@pt, interrelated: missions to:Wash-)
mgton 0 carry, out the order to kill:
?Léteher.’(.%i .the: fouramxssxons that’
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